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he snow is falling outside once again – we’ve had snow for 
a month now, and the thermometer dropped to -16.3°C last 

night, which means that our flight to the U.K. for Christmas 
has been cancelled, so I’m looking forward to a “hyggelig” (the 
most important word in the Danish vocabulary – meaning nice 
and cosy) Christmas at home with Jane this year. 

 
2010 has been a tough year, even more for Jane than for me. 
After taking a brief trip over to the UK to spend Christmas 
2009 with my parents, we returned to Denmark for New Year, 
and then Jane went in to hospital for her operation on 5 Janu-
ary. This was to remove some large fibroids (which had been 
the cause of her hernia last year), and, as had always been on 
the cards, it turned out that she had to have a hysterectomy. 
Apart from that disappointment, the operation went very well, 
and she was out of hospital two days later and back on her feet 
in under a week, feeling better than she had for the last couple 
of years. Unfortunately she was still out of work, but as soon as 
she was fit enough, she got back on the very frustrating appli-
cation and interview treadmill, which eventually paid off, as 
she has been employed by the IT company TRAEN since the 
end of May. 

 
A swan landing on the frozen Roskilde fjord 

Recovery from the operation and unemployment meant that 
Jane couldn’t really take any overseas trips in the first part of 
the year, and the whole year has ended up being one of rather 
less spectacular travel than usual. However, as she was keen on 
getting out and about at weekends, we managed to visit a quite 
a few nearby places in Denmark I’ve not been to before, 
including a memorable St. Valentine’s day in the picturesque 
town of Dragør, and trips out to some of the towns of northern 
Sjælland and a frozen Roskilde fjord.  

 
Nine Nashes and a Felstead, celebrating my parents’ golden wedding 

We did, however, spend a few days in the U.K. for Easter, and 
then again for a long weekend at the end of April to celebrate 
my Mum & Dad’s golden wedding anniversary, where we 
spent a wonderful few days with the whole family.  

Great tit parents taking mealworms from my home-made feeder to 
chicks in the camera nestbox 

I also set up the camera nestbox that Jane’s mother Inga had 
given me for my birthday last year, and were delighted to be 
able to follow the development of a brood of great tit chicks 
that were laid in early May and fledged in early June. Just as 
they left, we had a very brief visit from my Mum & Dad as part 
of a Baltic cruise that they bought themselves as a golden 
anniversary present. Unfortunately they could only spend a few 
hours on dry land, but they did get to see our house and garden. 
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The Copenhagen Crew of helpers for the IUSSI2010 meeting 

The single things that has taken up most of my time is helping 
to organize the 16th international congress of the IUSSI (Inter-
national Union for the Study of Social Evolution), which was 
pretty much a full time job up until the congress took place in 
the second week in August. I did manage to spend 36 hours 
(most of it travelling) doing fieldwork with prospective Mas-
ters student Anne Andersen on the Swedish Island of Öland a 
week before the meeting. The meeting itself was a great suc-
cess, attracting nearly 800 participants from 43 countries 
around the world. I was particularly happy to catch up with 
Mischa Dijkstra, who stayed at our house during the meeting. 
The weather, ‘though, was pretty bad, with rain all week, 
culminating in flash floods the day after the congress finished. 

 
Flash floods on Lyngbyvej in Copenhagen 

Three days after the congress I took a two-week holiday in 
Copenhagen to wind down, the highlight of which was a few 
days in the U.K. again, for my mum’s birthday, where we also 
managed to catch up with Naomi Pierce, Andrew Berry and 
Kate and Megan at a memorable party at St. Frideswide’s farm. 

 
The gently undulating landscape of Rosnæs 

In September I took part in a week-long workshop on Social 
Evolution theory at Rosnæs in western Sjælland, organized by 
Joan Strassmann and Dave Queller, who I’ve known rather 
peripherally for many years, so it was a nice opportunity to get 
to know them rather better, together with Ashleigh Griffin and 
a host of PhD students.  

 
View of Oxford from Carfax tower, which I climbed for the first time ever 
this year when we visied my parents in October (Jane’s picture). 

My parents were due to come and visit us again for a longer 
period in October, but my Dad was suffering from some (still) 
unexplained back pains, so they had to cancel, and we went 
over to the UK to visit them instead, so this year has been 
characterized by a series of very short visits to Islip, but not 
much other travel. 

November saw the arrival of my new Ph.D. student, Sämi 
Schär, from Switzerland. His arrival will partly make up for the 
“fledging” of my second Ph.D. students, Line Ugelvig, who 
successfully defended her thesis in September, and will be 
moving to Vienna in January. In December, I also had a new 
Masters’ student, Anne Anderson, starting her project, and as I 
write, the selection committee is deciding who to take on for 
another Ph.D. position, shared between myself and Hens 
Henrik Bruun at the Centre for Macroecology and Conserva-
tion, so the research group is expanding. 

 
10 days ago, when they used to fly planes to the U.K. in the snow 

The year has rounded off in a rather hectic fashion – with a 
brief trip to the U.K. for me to attend the winter meeting of the 
North West European section of the IUSSI, followed by a 
couple of days in Islip, where we celebrated Paul & Alison’s 
birthdays. I then returned to Copenhagen to be laid up in bed 
with ‘flu for a few days (missing this year’s Julefrokost - work 
Christmas party), and then to learn that we weren’t going to the 
U.K. for Christmas after all… So, although we are not quite 
where we were expecting to be right now, things are looking 
good for us for 2011, and I hope the same is true for you.  
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