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he holidays are with us again, and I am looking forward 
to winding down a bit as the end of the year approaches. 
Despite having just finished the most stressful 6-weeks 

of work that I can remember, and with the many uncertainties 
that the current financial crisis in the Danish Universities 
brings, it is good to look back over the year as a whole. As 
usual, I have managed to fit a fair amount of travelling in, but 
unusually this has allowed me to catch up with many old 
friends that I have not seen for years.  

 
Me, Jane and Emily on our 7th wedding anniversary 

Emily the cat came into our lives a couple of years ago, and 
had been spending more and more time with us rather than her 
owners, so we finally plucked up the courage to go and talk 
with them (having identified who they were through her ear 
tattoo). We were, of course, worried that they would be 
annoyed and offended, but they were very laid-back, and 
concluded that she was probably better off with us, so we have 
now officially adopted her. She has been an unending source of 
delight, and occasional source of mice, throughout the year. 

The first part of 2015 was mostly taken up with teaching, 
exams and more teaching, and the most exotic destination that I 
visited was Aarhus, for the Danish Oikos meeting in March. 
From April, however, things took off in a big way. After a visit 
to the U.K for Easter, Jane and I spent a week in the USA, first 
spending a few days among the canyons of Manhattan, and 
then travelling to Cambridge, Massachusetts to take part in 
“NomiFest” – a celebration for my PhD supervisor Naomi 
Pierce, arranged by her current students and colleagues. It was 
great to not only catch up with Naomi, Andrew, Kate and 
Megan, but also to meet up again with so many people who 
were in her lab at the same time as me, some of them nearly 30 
years ago. Two days after flying back to Denmark, I had 
another opportunity to meet up with Naomi and Andrew at the 
Craaford prize lectures in Lund, Sweden, where Andrew was 
representing Dick Lewontin. I was very honoured to also be 
invited to the post-lecture dinner at the Craaford house. 

 
Manhattan, from the Empire State Building 

 
Naomi at Nomifest (picture by Jane) 

 
Pierce lab reunion from the 1980’s: L-R: Me, Belinda Chang, Doug Yu, 
Jay Evans, Ben & Roxanna Normark, Andrew Berry and Tim Anderson. 
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The ferry to Læsø, about to pass under bifrost 

At the end of May, I returned to the Danish island of Læsø for 
fieldwork on the alcon blue butterfly – something I had not 
managed to do in 2014. As well as my MSc students Mette 
Frimodt Hansen and Jacob Salomonsen, I was joined by one of 
Naomi’s postdocs, Melissa Whitaker, who is doing an exciting 
project on gut microbes of butterflies. I was back on Læsø a 
month later, this time with an even larger team, including 
Mette, Marie Hauge (who started an MSc with me in 
September), Lærke Breum Blom and Adriana Garcia (both 
project students). From Læsø, Mette, Marie and I carried on to 
do a few days of fieldwork on Jutland, albeit without success, 
as the butterflies weren’t flying there yet (it was a very late 
year!). 

 
Gyuri, Me, Jane & András sheltering from the rain in the Buk Mountains

 
Central Debrecen 

Towards the end of July, I attended the Central European 
Workshop on Myrmecology, in Debrecen, Hungary, as one of 

the invited plenary speakers. I was very happy that Jane could 
also come with me on this trip, and join in with the workshop 
field trip, as well as catching up with András Tartally and 
Enik! Toth in their native habitat, and Patrizia d’Ettorre, who 
was the other plenary speaker. A great bonus was meeting up 
with Gyuri Csóka for an all-too-brief drink at the local inn 
when the weather turned nasty. 

 
Wine-tasting evening at Eraldo’s place outside Viçosa 

My most exotic trip of year, however, was to Brazil, where I 
was once again a plenary speaker, this time at the V 
Symposium of Entomology at the the University of Viçosa in 
Minas Gerais. The meeting was great – some 700 enthusiastic 
students – but the highlights for me were both the wildlife (it 
was wonderful to be able to find leaf-cutting ants a few 
hundred metres from my hotel), and old friends, particularly 
Og de Souza, Flavia Carmo, Eraldo Lima, Terezhina della 
Lucia and Paulo Oliveira, who I’d last met 30 years before. 

 
Blood supermoon eclipse sequence from 28 September 

After a trip to the UK for my mum’s birthday in August, it was 
back to Copenhagen for most of the rest of the year, and after 
celebrating our 7th wedding anniversary in late September 
(without much sign of the 7-year-itch), back to teaching, which 
has seemed to take up most of my time since. There were of 
course other things to enjoy, such as the spectacular 
“supermoon” lunar eclipse, an impressive harvest from our 
apple trees and redcurrant and raspberry bushes, and Sander’s 
(Jane’s cousin’s son’s) christening in November. One last 
notable deviation was a trip to Mainz in Germany last week to 
act as external PhD examiner for Evelien Jongepier, a student 
of Susanne Foitzik, who got a well-deserved Summa cum 
Laude, and where I could spend a rare day discussing cutting-
edge science. 

So now I am eagerly anticipating a bit of relaxation, and 2016. 
I hope that you are doing the same. 

 

I hope that you are doing the same.




