
Home: 
Snertingevej 30 
DK-2700 Brønshøj 
Denmark 
 
Mobile: +45 23718973 
New website: www.equinoxe.dk 
e-mail: Maculinea@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/Maculinea  

Work: 
Centre for Social Evolution 

Section for Ecology and Evolution 
Universitetsparken 15 

DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø 
Denmark 

 
Tel: +45 35321323 

e-mail: DRNash@bio.ku.dk 

hat a hard slog 2019 has been – at least the 
second half of the year! It’s not only this 
Christmas newsletter that has been delayed – I 

have a horrible backlog to catch up on at both work and 
home, so I’d like to start with an apology. If you are a 
student, colleague or journal editor expecting me to get 
back to you with feedback, manuscripts or reviews – rest 
assured that they are on my “to do” list, but other things 
have had to be at the top. Levels of stress in our department 
at the university this year have been worrying, and a 
couple of colleagues having to take medical leave because 
of this have meant a higher workload for everyone else, 
but hopefully some of the original sources of stress have 
now been resolved and 2020 will be calmer (but I will still 
have to learn to say “no” more often, and not help other 
people as much as I would like). 

 
Our garden, 23 December 2018 – Didn’t last long 

 
Christmas cheer in Moreton in Marsh last year 

Currently I’m in the U.K. visiting my dad over Christmas, 
which is giving a much-needed break. I’m trying to do as 
little as possible except enjoy meeting up with family, 
before the term starts again at 08:15 on 2nd January. I did 
much the same last year, visiting the U.K. from 24th  ̶ 29th 
December. I also visited four more times during the year, 
in February, April, August and October, but for no more 
than a week each time (and usually a long weekend). You 
may recognize some of these as representing “last chance 
to visit before Brexit” dates... The whole thing has been 
(and continues to be) ridiculous, so let’s see whether I 
come back for another brief visit before the end of 
January... 
Other than the U.K., I haven’t managed to travel outside 
Denmark this year, but I have been around my adoptive 
country quite extensively. 

 
Phengaris alcon on a marsh gentian flower, Rømø 

I’ve visited Aarhus a couple of times, giving a seminar at 
my old department on one occasion, and have also did 
quite a lot of fieldwork during the summer, not only 
visiting the island of Læsø, but taking a couple of trips to 
Jutland and the western islands of Fanø and Rømø. Most 
of this combined my own fieldwork with helping out with 
filming or collecting material for a television nature 
documentary series (“Vilde vidunderlige Danmark” – 
which translates roughly as “Wild Wonderful Denmark”), 
being made by the national broadcasting service, 
Danmarks Radio, the first series of which should be aired 
in spring 2020. I was very happy to make the acquaintance 
of Steen Drozd Lund – a fantastic wildlife photographer 
and travelling companion. This was mostly concerning the 
butterflies that I work with (which I must now learn to call 
Phengaris alcon), but they also did some filming of ants 
and aphids in our garden as part of the series. I also went 
to Odense to attend the first Danish conference on Citizen 
Science in early October, co-organized by my friend Julie 
Koch Sheard. The last few months were spent in 
Copenhagen, but I did play a very active role again this 
year in organizing our department contribution to the 
Copenhagen night of culture (“Kulturnat”) on the 11th 
October. 
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The department of Biology displays at Kulturnat 

There hasn’t been a lot of time for non-work activities 
lately, but Jane and I did manage to take a few days off and 
to visit a few interesting places, such as the spiral “camp 
adventure” tower in woodland south of Copenhagen... 

 
...and the American diner in Køge on the way home... 

 
...and to have some interesting experiences, such as an 
aerial tour over Copenhagen in a seaplane.  

 
The “potato rows” (“kartoffelrækkerne”) from the air 

Frequent visits to the cinema and generally being with 
Jane and Emily have kept me relatively sane and healthy. 

 
What does 2020 promise? There will definitely be more 
international travel this year, as I’m planning to attend the 
5th “Future of Butterflies in Europe” symposium in 
Wageningen in April, and there may be some other 
meetings and travel on the horizon. I’m also looking 
forward to my Christmas present from Jane – the best seats 
in the house for a Jethro Tull concert at Copenhagen Opera 
House in October. 
I hope that 2019 has been a good year for you and yours, 
and that 2020 will be even better!  
 


